By lan Read

A BRITISH m
he has solved the Bﬂ-y&a.r—old
of . the murder of
Russia’s royal children.
Amateur lusturian Michael
Buchanan-Smart has unearthed a
p:hufbmeswhjnhheismﬂnced
are the remains of Crown Prince
AlmaianﬂiﬂssmterMam

by
squad in 1918 but no trace of their
bodies has never been found.

But Kent-based Mr Buchanan-
Smart believes he stumbled on the
solution to the puzzle while
in a forest near the Siberian city
Ekaterinburg in the Ural mountains.

Yesterday he revealed that his dis-
covery led to a serious brush with
the local authorities and he was told
mmum::erta]ntﬂmnﬂmlﬁ!ﬂurem
it |

see him languishing in

Last week vital information he
passed on to scientists led to the dis-
covery of two bodies close to where
he was digging Local archaeologists
are convinced the charred remains -

splendid tomb in St Petersburg.
Yesterday Mr Buchanan-Smart
said- “[ was told I could face prison if
1 didn’t co-operate with the archaeol-
osts | think poses have been put

ot of et because a foreigner made ¢ |

"The eccentric Englishman

Russians believe has solved

the riddle of its lost royals

FIND: Mr Buchanan-
Smart helped Russians
discover Alexel and
Maria, fourth from left

discoveries which they belleve
should have been made by a
Russian.”

But he now fears information
about his find has leaked out to ille-
diggers who are now excavati
gl’dm mrea hunting for hnm-dshnugf
gems which went missing along with

the family in 1918,

He said: "It is a bit of a colncldence
that shortly-after 1 gave information
to the local suthorities these diggers

in. I'm worried that the site will
disturbed and relics will be sold

-on the black market

“My friends have seen signs of dig:
ging closs to where [ found the bone
[raameuta the first time, They saw
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vital clues needed to identily them il
we are npot careful” The bones
removed last week from the remote
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Prince of Kent,

The remszins were found within

10 metres of Mr Buchanan-

atiempt to disfigure the bodies.
Bergei Pngarinv, head of th-a
Research

L I terinhurg
ment - at
Centre for Historleal and C

sulted newly discovered documents
left by execution squad leader Yalkeoy

Mr Pogerlov gaid. “In the course of
gsearches in July and August the
remains of bwo persons were found
with traces of numerous injuries.

“Ural archaeologists
are the bodies of Tsarevich Alexei
and Grand Duchess Maria

“An anthropologist has deter-
mined that the bones belong o two
individuals, a male aged roughly
between 10 and 13 and a young
waoman hetwean 18 and 20,

One mystery is likely to remain.
Scientists have never been sure
mmemmmﬂ-
year-old Anastasia or her sister
Maria, 1%, Because their ages are so
cloge DMNA tests still cannot distin-
guish betwesn thom.




